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Thanksgiving and Winter Break Extended for Self-Care

Eagles,

As our learning community continues to navigate these uncharted and most challenging times in
the history of education our staff and students continue to do all that they can do to keep
soaring. When we pause and reflect on where we are and where we have been it is quite
miraculous, but this hasn’t come at a significant cost. It has been harder to find staff and our sub
shortage on top of the many challenges that the pandemic has brought on have increased
stress levels throughout Midland CSD are an area of concern.

Midland has put a significant amount of focus and emphasis on utilizing its resources to address
the mental wellbeing of our students and educators on a daily basis but we are still falling short
at times. When I walk the halls and converse with our staff, students, and community members
it is clear that time is a resource that we are all needing right now. Time to rest, rejuvenate, and
renew. With that in mind, the district will be closed on November 29th extending
Thanksgiving break an additional day. The district will also be closed December 20th,
21st, and 22nd extending our Winter break by 2.5 days. We are able to do this now
without needing to add any additional days due to our hours built into our calendar. The
administration team will put multiple spring calendars together and get feedback on them to
ensure that we have multiple snow days built in with the hope of not needing to make up any
additional days at the end of the year while adding additional self-care days.

Our Board of Education and Administration care deeply about the mental wellbeing of our
learning community and know the need of putting this as a priority. Our students, staff, and
parents/guardians have worked so incredibly hard to take on any challenge that has been
thrown their way, and keeps taking them on as they are thrown our way. This is a way for us to
show that We see you. We hear you. We got your back.

The extended breaks will give our entire school community time to focus on time in the present
moment with family and for some much needed self-care. We will be working to post multiple
self-care resources to our facebook and district page that can be utilized during these days as
well. More information will also follow as we work out additional details for Remediation Days at
the MS/HS building and potential food drop offs.

I am beyond grateful to be in a district where taking care of one another is just what we do. This
is our chance to provide the opportunity for our school community members to put their oxygen
masks on and catch their breaths. I believe that the more we can do this that we will be able to
emerge from these times stronger, healthier, and in a better place to keep soaring.

Sincerely,

Caleb Bonjour
Superintendent


